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Obama to 
give State 
of the Union 
Jan 25 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Republican US House 
Speaker John Boehner yes¬ 
terday invited President 
Barack Obama to deliver 
his annual agenda-setting 
’’State of the Union” speech 
to the nation on January 25. 

”As many great chal¬ 
lenges lie ahead for our na¬ 
tion, we welcome an 
opportunity to hear your 
proposals,” Boehner, one of 
the president’s toughest 
critics, said in a letter to 
Obama that was made pub¬ 
lic. 

Obama’s speech will 
come after Republicans for¬ 
mally retook control this 
month of the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives after routing 
his Democrats in Novem¬ 
ber 2 elections, and roughly 
two weeks after the assassi¬ 
nation attempt on Demo¬ 
cratic Representative 
Gabrielle Giffords 


Change in fuel prices 

ORANJESTAD - 
The Ministry of 
Economic & So¬ 
cial Affairs and 
Culture an¬ 
nounces that as of 
today, Wed¬ 

nesday, January 
12, 2011, there 
will be changes in 
different fuel 
prices. 

The new price per liter are: 

Gasoline unleaded-premium 207,3 cents, (+ 9.9 cents) 

Diesel LS 179,4 cents, (+ 6,1 cents) 

Kerosine 174.5 cents. (+ 6,7 cents) 



According to the Ministry the reduced excise prices are 
maintained to absorb the increase in fuel prices of May 2007. 
The new prices include the turnaround tax revenue (BBO). 
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Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice 


Stone, at 


Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel 586 4046 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - U AM 


Le Petit Cafe 


Carly Bird Special 
Le Petit Ca/e 


Stone CfriJH Bestaorant $ Bar every Day froa* 5-7 ptu 


$ 9.95 


2 Eggs (fried, scrambled or poached) 
with bacon, and link sausage, 
potatoes, toast and coffee or tea. 


Dinner Salad 

or 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 

or 

Petit Filet Mignon 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 



All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 

* Plus 15% service charge. Not valid with other promotional offers or coupons. 


TUESDAY AND FRIDAY: LIVE MUSIC 


Costa Rica warns of Haiti mourns its earthquake 

'conflict' with Nicaragua dead 


NICARAGUA 


Caribbean 

Sea 


San Juan River 




COSTA RICA 


San Jose 
□ - 


On the eve of the first anniversary of the 
catastrophic earthquake 


THE HAGUE, The Netherland 
(AFP) - Costa Rica warned of 
a "serious aggravation of con¬ 
flict" with Nicaragua which it 
accused before a world court 
of "provocation" through mili¬ 
tary occupation of its territory. 

"There is the risk that a se¬ 
rious aggravation of the con¬ 
flict could occur as a result of 
the Nicaraguan behaviour," 
Edgar Ugalde Alvarez, Costa 
Rica’s ambassador to Colom¬ 
bia, told the International 
Court of Justice in The Hague. 

"Costa Rica will not allow 
itself to be intimidated and will 
not accept anybody trying to 
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impose on it a fait accompli." 

Costa Rica wants the court 
to order the immediate and un¬ 
conditional withdrawal of 
Nicaraguan troops it claims are 
illegally occupying land to en¬ 
able the construction of a canal 
across Costa Rican territory. 

Alvarez insisted his country 
was committed to finding a 
peaceful settlement in spite of 
its neighbour's "continuing 
provocation". 

The court case was not only 
an attempt to secure Costa 
Rica's territorial integrity, he 
said, but also "to protect 
human life in Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua". 

"Up until now there have 
not been any victims as result 
of military action by 
Nicaragua, but that has been 
entirely due to the responsible 
approach of my government... 
not to answer force with 
force," he said. 

Alvarez said Nicaragua's 
unauthorised dredging of the 
San Juan River that serves as a 
frontier between the two Cen¬ 
tral American neighbours, had 
caused "significant damage to 
fragile eco systems, to forests, 
to protected wetlands". 

Also, it risked affecting 
large sections of Costa Rica's 
northern border. 

The ICJ started hearing 
Costa Rica's request for urgent 
provisional measures pending 
the judges' ultimate ruling in 
its territorial dispute with 
Nicaragua, which can take 
years. 

Nicaragua, which rejects all 
the claims, is to present its ar¬ 
guments this week. 


PORT- AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AFP) - Haiti yesterday began 
two days of remembrance ce¬ 
remonies honoring nearly 
quarter of a million people 
who died in an earthquake that 
leveled the impoverished 
country a year ago. 

Government officials went 
early to a mass grave outside 
the capital Port-au-Prince, 
where some of the more than 
220,000 victims of the January 
12, 2010 quake lie. Cere¬ 
monies were to culminate with 
a minute of silence on Wednes¬ 
day at 4:53 pm, the exact mo¬ 
ment the quake struck. 

The anniversary finds Haiti 
barely healed from the trauma 
inflicted 12 months ago. 

The economy and infra¬ 
structure are crippled, a 
cholera outbreak continues to 
kill and more than 800,000 
people live in squalid tent 
camps, according to a new of¬ 
ficial count. 

The national mourning also 
comes against a backdrop of 
political instability over the 
holding of a runoff round in 
the elections to replace outgo¬ 
ing President Rene Preval. 

Preval and the feuding pres¬ 
idential candidates are ex¬ 
pected to bury the hatchet and 


SAO PAULO, Brazil (AFP) - 
Torrential rains killed at least 
10 people in Sao Paulo 
overnight, adding to a wet- 
season death toll in Brazil's 
southeast suffered mainly by 
residents of vulnerable slums, 
emergency officials said 
yestetrday. 

The toll, revised down¬ 
ward from an earlier estimate 
of 13 dead, was given by the 
state's fire service, which said 


join the nation's 10 million 
people in their grief. 

However, speculation is 
mounting about how Preval 
will react to a report from in¬ 
ternational monitors expected 
to call for removing his fa¬ 
vored candidate from the elec¬ 
tion. 

Former US president Bill 
Clinton, one of the main fig¬ 
ures coordinating a massive in¬ 
ternational aid effort, arrived 
yesterday to join ceremonies 
and said he was "frustrated" by 
the slow pace of reconstruc¬ 
tion. He also called on the gov¬ 
ernment "to resolve" the 
election standoff. 

However, he did say he was 
"encouraged" that after re¬ 
peated delays in organizing the 
flow of aid money and the im¬ 
plementation of promised proj¬ 
ects, "we are doing much 
better." 

The main event scheduled 
was an open-air Catholic Mass 
early today by the mins of the 
Port-au-Prince cathedral, 
which collapsed during the 
earthquake and, like most of 
the mins from that day, has not 
been cleared away. 

Then at 4:53 pm today, 
Haitians were to observe a 
minute of silence and release 


three people were missing in 
the disaster. 

Mudslides in shantytowns 
in the north of the city ac¬ 
counted for most of the 
deaths. 

In one case, a mother and 
her daughter perished when 
their home was hit. In an¬ 
other, a homeless man was 
drowned when a strong cur¬ 
rent carried him away while 
he was on a busy road. 


white balloons. 

Other events were prom¬ 
ised, but there appeared to be 
little in the way of a formal 
program, with some items, 
such as the laying of a first 
stone at a planned apartment 
complex, delayed. 

Once the ceremonies are 
over, Haiti will once again 
have to return to the mountain 
of tasks confronting the west¬ 
ern hemisphere's poorest coun¬ 
try. 

That includes clearing rub¬ 
ble, moving people out of tents 
and back into houses, halting 
widespread environmental 
degradation, and rebuilding an 
education system that currently 
provides schooling to less than 
half of all children. 

One of the immediate con¬ 
cerns is a cholera outbreak that 
has so far claimed 3,759 lives, 
according to the latest Haitian 
government update, and sick¬ 
ened thousands more. The 
World Health Organization 
said that the "peak has not 
been reached," although the 
death rate was slowing. 

A new report, meanwhile, 
highlighted that the elderly are 
particularly vulnerable, with 
20 percent eating only once a 


The situation in Sao Paulo 
yesterday was "chaotic," said 
television network Globo. 

More than 30,000 people 
have been forced to abandon 
their homes and find refuge 
with relatives or in state-run 
shelters. 

Sao Paulo's Emergency 
Management Center said 125 
areas had been flooded in the 
city. 


day — at most. 

Torrential rains kill 10, says Sao Paolo 
officials 
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Dutch creche worker admits 


Aruba Central Bank monetary policy 
for January 2011 


ORANJESTAD - During the 
meeting of its Monetary Pol¬ 
icy Committee (MPC)2 of 
December 28, 2010, the Cen- 
trale Bank van Aruba (CBA) 
decided that the current re¬ 
serve requirement rate of 11 
percent is appropriate as 
monetary developments in 
the last few weeks were sta¬ 
ble and uneventful. 

Nevertheless, the MPC is 
keeping a close watch on the 
level of the net foreign assets, 
which increased in Novem¬ 
ber 2010 after a downward 
trend has been observed from 
July to October 2010. 

Total net foreign assets 
recorded a 0.5 percent de¬ 
crease in the first eleven 
months of 2010 in compari¬ 
son to the level recorded at 


the end of 2009. Despite the 
fact that the current level 
stands well above what the 
CBA considers adequate, this 
decline is of some concern 
considering the importance 
of maintaining a strong net 
foreign assets position. 

The banking sector credit 
growth remained modest, as 
aggregate outstanding credit 
at the commercial banks, ex¬ 
cluding purchases of govern¬ 
ment bonds, grew by 1.6 
percent in the first eleven 
months of 2010 compared to 
the end of 2009. This is in¬ 
dicative of limited activity in 
the domestic credit market. 

The 12mionth average in¬ 
flation rate remains within an 
acceptable range, and is fore¬ 
casted to reach 2.4 percent in 


2010. Furthermore, economic 
activities are projected to 
contract by 3.7 percent in real 
terms in 2010. 

With the current reserve 
requirement ratio, the bank¬ 
ing sector is obliged to keep 
11 percent of their short-term 
liabilities (excluding resident 
interbank deposits) at the 
CBA. Consequently, their 
freely available reserves 
amount to Afl. 440 million. 

All in all, the CBA will 
continue to closely monitor 
the developments in the eco¬ 
nomic and monetary funda¬ 
mentals, in particular with 
respect to the downward 
trend in the net foreign assets. 

The next meeting of the 
MPC is scheduled for Janu¬ 
ary 26, 2011. 


abusing 83 children 


THE HAGUE, The Nether¬ 
lands (AFP) - A 27-year-old 
man employed at creches in 
Amsterdam has confessed to 
sexually abusing 83 children, 
the Dutch prosecuting service 
said, a month after his arrest. 

’’During questioning, he 
confessed to having sexually 
abused 83 children,” prosecu¬ 
tion spokesman Franklin 
Wattimena told AFP. 

’’The questioning contin¬ 
ues, and we don’t know 
whether he will confess to 
more.” 

All parents have been per¬ 
sonally informed of the man’s 
claims, said Wattimena. 


zen of Latvian origin, was ar¬ 
rested in Amsterdam on De¬ 
cember 7 on a tip-off from 
US authorities. He is also 
suspected of having produced 
and distributed child pornog¬ 
raphy. 

He was employed by at 
least two creches with chil¬ 
dren up to four years of age 
in Amsterdam between Feb¬ 
ruary 2007 and January 2010. 

He also worked as a baby 
sitter since 2009, making 
contact with parents via the 
internet. 

Two others, including the 
man's spouse, are also in cus¬ 
tody. 


Dutch say imported-eggs products safe 


AMSTERDAM, The Nether¬ 
lands — Dutch health authori¬ 
ties yesterday said dioxin levels 
in food made with 50,000 
tainted eggs imported from 
Germany meet legal standards. 

A German firm is suspected 
of knowingly selling some 
3,000 tons of fatty acids laced 
with dioxin — which can cause 
cancer — meant only for indus¬ 
trial use in November and De¬ 
cember in Germany where 
they were used in animal feed. 

About 136,000 eggs from 
an affected German farm were 
shipped to the Netherlands 
where they were processed by 
Dutch companies, the NVWA 


The suspect, a Dutch citi- 

“The Masters of Excellence presents 
Dr. John C. Maxwell” event to be held 
in Aruba on January 27,2011 


health service said. 

"The sanitary monitoring 
service (NVWA) announces 
that products made with eggs 
that were blocked last week 
in the Netherlands as a pre¬ 
cautionary measure meet 
(legal) standards,” a state¬ 
ment said. 

The dioxin level in the 
suspect products was "well 
below” legal levels, it added. 

The European Commission 
said on Monday that some of 
the tainted feed was exported 
to France and Denmark. Some 
of the 136,000 eggs exported 
to the Netherlands ended up in 
Britain which would have to 
carry out its own analysis, said 
the NVWA. 

A shipment of 50,000 Ger¬ 
man eggs which were exported 
on December 15 and mixed 
with 14 tons of other eggs in 
the Netherlands ended up in 
three product items, of which 



one was blocked and frozen in 
the Netherlands, according to 
the EU’s executive. 

German authorities de¬ 
stroyed around 100,000 eggs 
and late on Thursday Ger¬ 
many closed down around 
4,700 of its 375,000 farms 
across the country while tests 
were conducted. 

Most of the farms have 
since been reopened, however, 
and the government voiced 
hopes that others would 
swiftly follow suit. As of 
Monday, 558 farms were still 
subject to restrictions. 


ORANJESTAD - The Mas¬ 
ters of Excellence, www.the- 
MASTERSofExcellence.com, 
an international coalition of 
leadership organizations and 
renowned thought leaders, 
presents with great enthusi¬ 
asm to the Island Nations and 
their communities: 

The 2011 Masters of Ex¬ 
cellence Series featuringes 
Dr. John C. Maxwell along 
with 4 additional world-class 
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speakers on January 27th at 
the Hyatt Aruba Regency. 

Who is Dr. John 
C. Maxwell? 

John Maxwell is an inter¬ 
nationally recognized leader¬ 
ship expert, speaker, and 
author who has sold over 19 
million books. His organiza¬ 
tions have trained more than 
5 million leaders worldwide. 
Dr. Maxwell is the founder of 
INJOY, Maximum Impact, 
ISS and EQUIP, an interna¬ 
tional leadership develop¬ 
ment organization working to 
help leaders. EQUIP is in¬ 
volved with leaders from 
more than 126 nations. 

Every year Dr. Maxwell 
speaks to Fortune 500 com¬ 
panies, international govern¬ 
ment leaders, and orga¬ 
nizations as diverse as the 
United States Military Acad¬ 


emy at West Point and the 
National Football League. 

A New York Times, Wall 
Street Journal, and Business 
Week best-selling author, Dr. 
Maxwell was one of 25 au¬ 
thors and artists named to 
Amazon.com's 10th Anniver¬ 
sary Hall of Fame. 

Three of his books, The 21 
Irrefutable Laws of Leader¬ 
ship, Developing the Leader 
Within You, and The 21 In¬ 
dispensable Qualities of a 
Leader have each sold over a 
million copies. 

For more information, 
visit our website: http://www. 
themastersofexcellence.com 
or contact the following per¬ 
sons: 

- Mr Ralston Eric R. Ben¬ 
nett at 594-4484 and/or 

-Ms Tashira K. Bandin at 
594-7350 



Donkey Sanctuary Aruba 
Sta Lucia 4a 

Open Monday - Friday 9 am till 4 pm (Now open all day) 
Saturday - Sunday 10 am till 3 pm 
Info: 5841063 - 5932933 (also emergency) - 5698232 
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Aruba Horses Organization announces interesting plans 



Making an early 
start into the new 
year, the Aruba 
Horses Organization 
(OCA) has an¬ 
nounced their kick 
off event for this 
year. This event is 
scheduled to take 
place on the 29th 
and 30th of January 
at Rancho Monte 
Blanco. Saturday 
event will focus on 
the horses’ competi¬ 
tion, while on Sun¬ 
day there will be the 
jinete and amazona 
competitions. 

The special judge 
Mr. Juan Carlos Va- 
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lencia, hailing from Bogota 
Colombia, for the occasion is 
already present to judge both 
competitions. Ever since the 
last successful “Interpaso” 
event last September, horse 
riders and fans have been ex¬ 
pecting these events. 

Rainfall and other factors 
hindered the presentation of 
any event until now. 

The interest in the horse rid¬ 
ing sport has increased and 
there are numerous projects 
running concurrently. One 
such project is the reproduction 
project. With the cooperation 
of both local and international 
veterinarians they are creating 
the possibility for the success¬ 
ful breeding of horses. They 
are also intent on exploring the 
possibility for importing horse 
semen from renowned horse 
breeders from Colombia and 
other countries. The introduc¬ 
tion of new blood will greatly 
enhance the quality of our local 
horses. Aruban horses have al¬ 
ready scored very high in vari¬ 
ous competitions in Colombia, 
which is the leading country in 
fine horses. 

During the last few years 
Aruba has known high caliber 
horses such as the Chino Azul 
of Tom Pietersz, Ritmico of 
Alex Mansur and Escandalo of 
the Eric Mansur family. Eric 
Mansur’s fine horse is an im¬ 
port from Colombia which is 
helping local breeders such as 
Aramis of Alex Cybul, Ex- 
presso of Fausta Oduber fam¬ 
ily, Teniente of Mayron Wever 
and Patrullero of Camilo 
Muyale. Centenario of Alex 
Mansur has also arrived to 
unite with his own EOS horse, 
but also with Candil of Eric 




Mansur, Victo- 
rioso of Cornelio 
Boekhoudt and 
Victorino of Den¬ 
nis Ecury. 

This year they 
expect about 25 
new births, which 
will mean a con¬ 
siderable increase 
compared to the 4 
or 5 births last 
year. 

One of the next 
projects of OCA is 
the registration 
and typofication of 
DNA samples. 

This will be a 
joint project with 
Fedequinas, which 
is the mother association of all 
the Colombian federations. 
This will be specifically for 
samples of Aruban births. 

OCA is also intent on doing 


a census of horses in Aruba. 
This, they believe will help 
them in their planning, as well 
as in their representations and 
breed recognition. 
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Luxury Living at an Island Paradise 



www.diviarubaresidences.com Call 735 5252 or 735 5300 


Spectacular fashion collection 
at ShabbyShic! 



ShabbyShic is always making 
sure they have a beautiful as¬ 
sortment in dresses and acces¬ 
sories. If it is for a wedding, 
cocktail party or just a night 
out you will find it at Shab¬ 
byShic! 

ShabbyShic is introducing a 
whole new range of women’s 
wear that ranges from sizes 4 
up to size 16. 

The trendy establishment 
always understands even the 
smallest needs of the modern 
women.They will cater to all 



your needs. 

ShabbyShic’s latest collec¬ 
tion presents a wide variety of 
options to choose from, de¬ 
pending upon the preference of 
the customers, inspired by the 
latest international magazines 
collection. 

ShabbyShic is known as a 
fashionhouse, besides their 
dress collection they are also 
known for everything that is 
fashion related, ranging from 
clothing, belts, bags, shoes and 
jewelry. Customers will instan¬ 



taneously fall in love with 
what they have. 

ShabbyShic is located at 
Avenida Milio Croes 12. 
Opening hours are from 10:00 
a.m. - 7:00 p.m. nonstop from 
Monday thru Saterday. 

ShabbyShic is a very 
unique store on the island of 
Aruba and you will surely 
enjoy the ambience the store 
gives to its customers!!! 


Deborah Sachare honored 
as Distinguished Visitor 
of Aruba 



Recently, Ms. Debora Sachare was honored as Distin¬ 
guished Visitor of Aruba. The honorary title was created 
by the Ministry of Tourism as a token of appreciation to 
guest visiting Aruba. Special friends of Aruba, enjoying 10 
or more annual vacations here, are given the Distinguished 
Guest certificate and those with 20 consecutive years are 
awarded the Ambassador of Goodwill title. During a small 
ceremony at the Playa Linda Beach Resort Aruba Tourism 
Authority associate Ricardo Croes presented Ms. Sachare 
with a certificate as a ‘thank you’ gesture’ for her love and 
loyalty to Aruba. Also present were family members and 
Playa Linda Beach Resort associate Ivette. 
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Sci-Tech 

Hong Kong researchers store data 
in bacteria 



Biochemistry at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, Jacky Loo shows bacteria grow¬ 
ing in a petri dish in Hong Kong. A group of students at Hong Kong's Chinese University 
are making strides towards storing such vast amounts of information in an unexpected 
home: the E.coli bacterium better known as a potential source of serious food poisoning. 


HONG KONG (AFP) - The 
US’ national archives occupy 
more than 500 miles (800 
kilometres) of shelving; 
France's archives stretch for 
more than 100 miles of 
shelves, as do Britain's. 

Yet a group of students at 
Hong Kong's Chinese Uni¬ 
versity are making strides to¬ 
wards storing such vast 
amounts of information in an 
unexpected home: the E.coli 
bacterium better known as a 
potential source of serious 
food poisoning. 

"This means you will be 
able to keep large datasets for 
the long term in a box of bac¬ 
teria in the refrigerator," said 
Aldrin Yim, a student instruc¬ 
tor on the university's bios¬ 
torage project, a 2010 gold 
medallist in the Massachu¬ 
setts Institute of Technology 
(MIT)'s prestigious iGEM 
competition. 

Biostorage — the art of 
storing and encrypting infor¬ 
mation in living organisms — 
is a young field, having ex¬ 
isted for about a decade. 

In 2007, a team at Japan's 
Keio University said they had 
successfully encoded the 
equation that represents Ein¬ 
stein's theory of relativity, 
E=MC2, in the DNA of a 
common soil bacterium. 

They pointed out that be¬ 
cause bacteria constantly re¬ 
produce, a group of the 
single-celled organisms 
could store a piece of infor¬ 
mation for thousands of 


years. 

But the Hong Kong re¬ 
searchers have leapt beyond 
this early step, developing 
methods to store more com¬ 
plex data and starting to over¬ 
come practical problems 
which have lent weight to 
sceptics who see the method 
as science fiction. 

The group has developed 
a method of compressing 
data, splitting it into chunks 
and distributing it among dif¬ 
ferent bacterial cells, which 
helps to overcome limits on 
storage capacity. They are 
also able to "map" the DNA 
so information can be easily 
located. 

This opens up the way to 
storing not only text, but im¬ 
ages, music, and even video 
within cells. 

As a storage method it is 
extremely compact — because 
each cell is minuscule, the 
group says that one gram of 
bacteria could store the same 
amount of information as 450 
2,000-gigabyte hard disks. 

They have also developed 
a three-tier security fence to 
encode the data, which may 
come as welcome news to 
US diplomats who have seen 
their thoughts splashed over 
the Internet thanks to Wik¬ 
iLeaks. 

"Bacteria can't be 
hacked," points out Allen Yu, 
another student instructor. 

"All kinds of computers 
are vulnerable to electrical 
failures or data theft. But bac¬ 


teria are immune from cyber 
attacks. You can safeguard 
the information." 

The team have even 
coined a word for this field - 
- biocryptography — and the 
encoding mechanism con¬ 
tains built-in checks to ensure 
that mutations in some bacte¬ 
rial cells do not corrupt the 
data as a whole. 

Professor Chan Ting 
Fung, who supervised the 
student team, told AFP that 
practical work in the field — 
fostered by MIT, who have 
helped develop standards en¬ 
abling researchers to collab¬ 
orate — was in its early 
stages. 

But he said: "What the 
students did was to try it out 
and make sure some of the 
fundamental principles are 
actually achievable." 

The Hong Kong group's 
work may have a more im¬ 
mediate application. 

The techniques they use — 
removing DNA from bacter¬ 
ial cells, manipulating them 
using enzymes and returning 
them to a new cell — are sim¬ 
ilar to those used to create ge¬ 
netically modified foods. 

But rather than changing 
the building blocks of an or¬ 
ganism, the Hong Kong 
group allows extra informa¬ 
tion to piggyback on the 
DNA of the cell, after check¬ 
ing their changes against a 
master database to make sure 
they do not have accidental 
toxic effects. 


Their work could enable 
extra information to be added 
to a genetically modified 
crop in the form of a "bio bar¬ 
code", Chan said. 

"For example, a company 
that makes a GM tomato that 
grows extra large with a gene 
that promotes growth — on 
top of that we can actually 
encode additional informa¬ 
tion like safety protocols, 
things that are not directly re¬ 
lated to the biological sys¬ 
tem." 

Other types of informa¬ 
tion, like copyright and de¬ 
sign history, could help to 
monitor the spread of GM 
crops, he said. 

"It's kind of a safety net 
for synthetic organisms," said 
Wong Kit Ying, from the stu¬ 
dent team. 

Beyond this, Chan and the 
students are evangelical 
about the future possibilities 
of synthetic biology. 

"The field is getting popu¬ 
lar because of the energy cri¬ 
sis, environmental pollution, 
climate change. They are 
thinking that a biological sys¬ 
tem will be a future solution 
to those — as alternative en¬ 
ergy sources, as a remedy for 
pollution. For these, micro¬ 
organisms are the obvious 
choice," Chan said. 

One type of bacterium, 
Deinococcus radiodurans, 
can even survive nuclear ra¬ 
diation. 

"Bacteria are everywhere: 
they can survive on things 
that are unthinkable to hu¬ 
mans. So we can make use of 
this," Chan said. 

So is it possible that a 
home computer could one 
day consist of a dish filled 
with micro-organisms? 

The group dismisses con¬ 
cerns that this could be dan¬ 
gerous, pointing out that 
despite E.cob's poor reputa¬ 
tion, they use an altered form 
that cannot exist outside a 
rich synthetic medium. 

In fact, says Chan, while 
safety rules are strict, more 
measures are taken to protect 
the bacteria from contamina¬ 
tion than to protect the re¬ 
searchers from the bacteria. 

However, Yim admitted 
that while the group's work is 
a "foundational advance", a 
petri dish PC is not likely to 
be on the market in the com¬ 
ing years, not least because 
the method of retrieving the 
data requires experts in a lab¬ 
oratory. 

"It's possible," he said, 
"but there's a long way to 
go." 


REMEMBER 



NASA spots tiny 
Earth-like planet, 
too hot for life 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
NASA has spotted a tiny, 
rocky planet about the size of 
Earth doing a speedy orbit of 
a star outside our solar sys¬ 
tem, but its scorching temper¬ 
atures are too hot for life, the 
space agency said Monday. 

The exoplanet, named Ke¬ 
pler-10b, is the smallest-ever 
planet discovered outside our 
solar system, and was located 
by NASA's Kepler space¬ 
craft. 

It is about 1.4 times the 
size of Earth and spins 
around its star more than 
once a day, an orbit much too 
close for life to survive. 

"Kepler-10b is definitely 
NOT in the habitable zone as 
we define it. The dayside 
temperature of the planet is 
expected to be higher than 
2,500 F (1,371 Celsius)!!" 
NASA expert Natalie Batalha 
said in a web chat to describe 
the discovery. 

"That's hot enough to melt 
iron!" she added. 

"It wouldn't be a very nice 
place for organisms like 
those on Earth to live. Car¬ 
bon-based chemistry would¬ 
n't thrive there. Molecules 
comprising RNA and DNA 
couldn't stay intact in such 
extreme temperatures." 

The planet completes a 
full orbit once every 0.84 
days, and is 23 times closer to 
its star than Mercury is to our 
sun. 

According to Douglas 
Hudgins, Kepler program 
scientist at NASA, the dis¬ 
covery is promising even 
though no life could exist 
there. 

"The discovery of Kepler 
10-b is a significant mile¬ 
stone in the search for planets 
similar to our own," said 
Hudgins. 
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Health & Living 


Mass foetus find stokes 
Thai abortion debate 


BANGKOK,Thailand (AFP) 
- Nitancha, 17, ended her five- 
month pregnancy herself, 
causing severe bleeding. In a 
Buddhist nation where abor¬ 
tion is illegal and pregnant 
teens are stigmatised, the 
young Thai saw no other op¬ 
tion. Rejected by the baby's fa¬ 
ther and frightened at the idea 
of talking to her family, she 
sought a solution on the Inter¬ 
net, where suggestions ranged 
from throwing herself down 
the stairs to illegal clinics and 
abortion pills. 

After saving for several 
months to scrape together 
5,300 baht (175 dollars), Ni¬ 
tancha — who was 16 at the 
time — last year used a drug 
against stomach ulcers, be¬ 
cause a possible side effect 
was to cause miscarriage. 

It had the desired result — 
accompanied by a lot of blood 
in the toilet of her new 
boyfriend's house, and an 
emergency trip to hospital. 

"I only knew that I had to 
get rid of the baby. I was about 
to go to college. I was a high 
school senior. I had to have a 
future," said Nitancha. 

Since the discovery in a 
temple in Bangkok in Novem¬ 
ber of more than 2,000 foe¬ 
tuses from illegal abortion 
clinics, the sensitive issue has 
shot up the national agenda. 

Police are raiding suspected 
clinics, the government has 
suggested banning sex with 
girls under 20, and lawmakers 
have proposed relaxing legis¬ 
lation that only allows abortion 
in cases of rape or when the 


pregnancy is thought to pose a 
danger to the mother's physical 
or mental health. 

The discovered foetuses, 
which had been taken to the 
temple for cremation, were 
only the "tip of the iceberg", 
said Professor Kamheang 
Chaturachinda, president of 
the Women's Health and Re¬ 
productive Rights Foundation 
of Thailand. 

According to this former 
president of the Royal Thai 
College of Obstetricians and 
Gynaecologists, 300,000 to 
400,000 Thai women undergo 
abortions performed by un¬ 
trained people in unhygienic 
conditions each year, About 12 
to 15 percent of them are 
teenagers. 

Abortions in back-street 
clinics pose a risk of complica¬ 
tions, including infertility and 
death. He supports the "princi¬ 
ple" of a relaxation of the law, 
while wanting a strict frame¬ 
work to ensure women's safety. 

But there is little or no hope 
of changing the law in a soci¬ 
ety where abortion is seen as a 
"sin," say the two 
activists. Jaded Chouwilai, 
manager of the Friends of 
Women . 

Nitancha, who had merely 
been counting the days of her 
cycle to avoid pregnancy, has 
her own message for other 
teenagers: "There are many 
ways to protect yourself, like 
using condoms, but if you 
know that you are a fun-loving 
girl who is not ready to be a 
mother, you'd better use birth 
control pills." 



MaM 

TAStC of IvfoiA 

uthentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 


Two hours of TV-watching boosts 
heart risk 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
People who spend more than 
two hours per day of leisure 
time watching television or sit¬ 
ting in front of a screen face 
double the risk of heart disease 
and higher risk of dying, a new 
study said. 

Researchers said the effect 
was seen regardless of how 
much people exercised, indi¬ 
cating that how we choose to 
spend our free time away from 
work has a huge impact on our 
overall health. 

"It is all a matter of habit. 
Many of us have learned to go 
back home, turn the TV set on 
and sit down for several hours 
— it's convenient and easy to 
do," said Emmanuel Sta- 
matakis, expert in epidemiol¬ 
ogy and public health at 
University College London. 

"But doing so is bad for the 
heart and our health in gen¬ 
eral," said Stamatakis, who 
along with the other study au¬ 
thors is advocating public 
health guidelines to warn of 
the risks of being inactive dur¬ 
ing non-work hours. 

Such warnings are urgent, 
"especially as a majority of 
working age adults spend long 
periods being inactive while 
commuting or being slouched 
over a desk or computer," said 
the study in the Journal of the 
American College of Cardiol¬ 
ogy- 

Researchers studied data 
from 4,512 adults who took 



part in the Scottish Health Sur¬ 
vey of households. 

The information on screen 
time came from self-reported 
data about TV or DVD watch¬ 
ing, leisure time computer use 
and playing video games. 

When scientists compared 
people who reported spending 
less than two hours a day in 
front of screen-based entertain¬ 
ment to those who spent four 
or more hours per day, they 
found a 48 percent higher risk 
of death from any cause. 

In those spending just two 
or more hours per day in front 
of screen after work, they also 
found a 125 percent higher risk 
of cardiovascular events such 
as heart attack. 

"These associations were 
independent of traditional risk 
factors such as smoking, hy¬ 
pertension, BMI (body mass 
index), social class, as well as 
exercise," the study noted. 

However researchers were 


able to make associations be¬ 
tween the levels of inflamma¬ 
tion and cholesterol in 
sedentary people. 

"One fourth of the associa¬ 
tion between screen time and 
cardiovascular events was ex¬ 
plained collectively by C-reac- 
tive protein (CRP), body mass 
index, and high-density 
lipoprotein cholesterol," said 
the study. 

CRP, an indicator of low- 
grade inflammation, was about 
twice as high in people who 
spent more than four hours of 
free time daily in front of a 
screen compared to people 
who spent less than two hours 
a day. 

Stamatakis said he intends 
to continue to study how pro¬ 
longed sitting impacts human 
health and how lifestyle 
changes could be advocated to 
reduce the amount of time peo¬ 
ple spend inactive. 


Japanese firm invents mirror to spot the flu 

the device has an alarm that people who might have corn- 
will beep when detecting a municable diseases, the corn- 
subject who is feverish. pany said. 

With two versions priced at "We foresee uses at corpo- 
98,000 yen and 120,000 yen rate receptions, schools, hospi- 
($1,180-$ 1,440) each, the tals and public facilities," NEC 
product costs less than 10 per- Avio said in a statement, 
cent of thermography cameras The company said it aimed 
used at airports to screen for to sell 5,000 units in one year. 

TOKYO,Japan (AFP) - 
A Japanese technology firm 
this week unveiled a mirror¬ 
like thermometer that can iden¬ 
tify a person who is feverish. 

"Thermo Mirror," which 
looks like a table mirror, meas¬ 
ures the skin temperature of 
the person looking into it, 
without the need for physical 
contact, said the firm, NEC 
Avio Infrared Technologies. 

The person's temperature is 
displayed on the surface, and | E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 



73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 
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Great Vacation 

Rental Values! 



• Fully furnished 2 & 3 bedroom Town Homes 

• Two community swimming pool plazas 

• Very attractive rates 

• Per room pricing less than major resorts 


Tel: +297-586-2200 • Fax: +297-586-2201 
re n tal s @go Id coastaru ba. com 
www. gold coastaru ba.com 



our Island... 
ff/our Lifestyle... 
M/our Home... 



OoM (/oaoX? 

(f Malmok ■ Aruba 




T OPPORTU 




Gated community with 24 hours security 


Villas, Town Homes and Condos 


Full resort facilities and services 

Prime location near golf course 
and beautiful white sandy beaches 

Vacation rental program 


We Invite You Tb Visit Our 
Model Villa & Ttown Home 


Closed December 25th 
and January 1st 


Opening Hours: 
Weekdays 9am - 6pm 
Saturday 10am -6pm 
Sunday 12noon - 4pm 


E-mail: tnfo@goldcoastaruba.com 
E-m ail: rental s@g old coasta ru ba. com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 * Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the U S. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


Gold Coast Aruba: This is the time to invest 



Managers of Gold Coast 
Aruba, the island’s newest and 
most innovative gated commu¬ 
nity, report that sales are pick¬ 
ing up nicely as the global 
economy begins to recover and 
those with a bit of disposal in¬ 
come are looking to invest in a 
sure thing. Gold Coast Direct¬ 
ing Manager Fito Croes has 
noticed a surprising percentage 
of owners are barely using the 
villas or town homes they pur¬ 
chase, but taking advantage of 
Gold Coast’s rental services to 
turn their investment into 
ready income. 

“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 



Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays with 
the family on the island,” he 
remarked, “but I am gratified 
by how many are buying be¬ 
cause they felt secure with real 
estate investment on Aruba. 
They really study the history 
and economy of the island and 
are impressed with the political 
stability and continually in¬ 
creasing value of prime loca¬ 
tions. Gold Coast is in the 
heart of Malmok, considered 
Aruba’s most exclusive com¬ 
munity; in this area, the value 
of properties has only in¬ 
creased over time. It is minutes 
to the best beaches and all the 
action, and yet offers a quiet 
and secluded getaway; we are 
very pleased by the response to 
our concept.” 

Fito, with his sister Mayrin 
and brother Rudy run Cas Bon, 
which has been constructing 
homes and building develop¬ 
ments for all budgets for nearly 
twenty years. “Gold Coast 
Aruba is the jewel in our 
crown,” observes Fito. “We 
were very excited about this 
project; the scope and ameni¬ 
ties. We talked to countless is¬ 
land visitors to find out what 
they would really want in a 
permanent residence on Aruba, 
and took from there.” 

Input from frequent vaca¬ 


tioners who dreamed of their 
own home in Aruba will even¬ 
tually be a community of 260 
town homes, villas and condo¬ 
miniums with a stunning club¬ 
house complemented by two 
additional pools decks, one of 
which has been open for a 
year, the other will be ready for 
the holidays 2010. They expect 
the clubhouse to be ready for 
the community with a workout 
room and spectacular facilities 
by the end of 2011. It will also 
house a restaurant and mini¬ 
market. 

Owners who purchased 
upon the groundbreaking only 
a few short years ago, are al¬ 
ready enjoying a nearly 50% 
appreciation on their invest¬ 
ment, particularly those taking 
advantage of the management 
association’s rental service, 
There is always a great de¬ 
mand for Aruba and facilities 
such as those at Gold Coast, 
making it easy for some own¬ 
ers to earn their mortgage pay¬ 
ments or others to see an 
immediate return on their in¬ 
vestment. 

The design of the structures 
is open, airy and spacious, 
fully deploying the island en¬ 
vironment, with the finest 
quality construction and finish¬ 
ing available. Partnering with 
two of Aruba’s top providers of 


kitchens and bathrooms en¬ 
ables developers to offer cus¬ 
tom options for clients, so 
buyers can individualize their 
homes. An elegant and chic 
standard package is available, 
or island designers will assist 
owners in finishing the decor 
to their specific tastes. 

There are many aspects to 
purchasing property; not the 
least is the future value of the 
investment. To further enhance 
this, Gold Coast managers 
have inaugurated a number of 
in-house services and are now 
negotiating with Interval Inter¬ 
national to provide a huge in¬ 
ternational pool for investors 
to tap for renters either short or 
long term. Property exchange 
for a vacation in another desti¬ 
nation will also be available. 


Gold Coast’s own rental serv¬ 
ices have also proven highly 
successful in assisting owners 
in renting their villas; 24-hour 
security and maintenance serv¬ 
ices also tip the scales when it 
is time to make a decision. 
Aside from all this, housekeep¬ 
ing, babysitting and catering 
services are also available for 
community members as well 
as airport pick-up and drop-off 
and pre-shopping services so 
cupboards and refrigerators are 
stocked upon arrival, which 
can all be arranged through 
their home management de¬ 
partment. 

Visit their website: 
www.goldcoastaruba.com for 
more details and availability or 
call 586-2200 to arrange a per¬ 
sonal tour. 
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Dinner under the stars and $1 $2 and $3 Bar 

"You <an't 
leave Aruba 
without getting 


COUPLE 


PER 


YOU 


YOURSELF 


WHEN 


CALL 


IN 


Tattoo'd" 


E 


Pinner under -me stars then go 
native as we take you 
to our secret watering boles 


1 0 & KW'Mll 


www.arubaadventures.com 


www.arubaadventures.com 


The Second National Boa Capture Event 



A large amount of volunteers (Thank you all !!) 



Once again, the Boa Taskforce 
could count on a large group of 
volunteers to assist in captur¬ 
ing the invasive Boa constric¬ 
tor which is causing damage to 
Aruba’s fauna. It has been es¬ 
timated that the Boa has con¬ 
sumed no less than 17.000 
birds alone in 2010! More than 
120 volunteers showed up, in¬ 
cluding two ministers, Benny 
Sevinger and Mike de Meza. 

The rains of the past four 
months have caused the under¬ 
brush to have grown thick 
which has made it very chal¬ 
lenging to detect the very well 
camouflaged Boas. 

Pictures give a short por¬ 
trait of how matters went. 



lily entertainment 

live belly dance 


— Happy Hour 

I M«diterrafls«> 5 30 pm 'Ll°nr?ce 

n* -f beverages half price 


Bring this coupon and get 
[FREE SANGRIA with you' 
dinner 


Palm Beach Plaza Mall 586 































































10 


THE MORNING NEWS 


Wednesday, January 12, 2011 



PICKLES 


\ ptpRn" see that 
movie, 6trr no, stoo'KE 

MUCH MORE IMPORT¬ 
ANT THAN a minion. 


GRAMPA, \ 

AM l VOOR V-- 

MINION"? f MV 
■>_MINION? 


VOU KNOW, LIKE. 
THOSE ume THINGS 
IN THE *1?ESPI CA&OE- 
AAE"MCNlEtOHO PC 
WHATEVER THEIP 
LEAOgp SAVE. 


VoiSRE MV 
UNPERLING 


17NA ANC?I uac>a 

i-rmETiEp i-A^r 

NVSMT M&UMA.-, 


OH, MOMMA 
THA-T 


OAtmrwrm 
~TH0 f?‘6HT 
AV*KRVl<£e 
OOtMfeiLOfZ. 
}T<£&ou^ 
14AVE &££** -■ 


CALVIN and HOBBES 


WHO *R£ A TV£fi£ S * SH0N 
lOU GOON RUNHlHG 

FIGHTING?/ LOC££„* IF I 

V mJLWT ST\CK 

AR£x)M0, TttlS 

l OCUL.O GET . 


WW6 
A SHOW 
GOOHf 


l^S UKE A SNOW 
tAML BUT A 

, LVIV.. 

ttKtHTT.0 MflHflTa 


Hi CMJ4M. 
Hitt SHOW 
FORT, 


IXL S«</ TML 
W*E TWO 
FEET TUVCK 
AHO Yt WE QC>T 
SO SNDWeFvUS 
^_ v VM HFG£' 


OH. IS TTMTWWkT 
Ml. OGL'f 

Ttttt*3S '£*) WWQ£ 
M TV4L FftOHT > 
TARO AFET / 




CROSSWORD j 


CROSSWORD 



— 

— 




H 

E 

■E 

jR 

N 

V| 

N 

In 

E 

w 

S ] 


■ 

“ 

__ 

H 

□ 




FREE Coverage on our website: 
www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


• THE NAME'S THE SAME • 


ACROSS 

1. Actor_Cobb 

5. Dutch model’s 
word? 

9. Cathedral section 
13. Cheat 

17. “_Sprach 

Zarathustra” 

18. Belmont margin 

19. Catty sound 

20. Fever 

21. Route 

22. Whisky 
25. Guide 

27. Palm fruit 

28. Musical group 

29. Sandra_ 

O’Connor 

30. Eastern desert 

31. Grandma Moses’s 
first name 

33. Hue 

36. Non industrious 

37. Short drive 

38. Athlete Thorpe 

41. Salve plant 

42. Lively dance 

43. Location 

44. Eggs 

45. Actor Cariou 

46. Tatum’s dad 

47. Prevent 

48. Sear 

49. Selleck role 

51. Egad, e.g. 

52. Mr. Bono 

53. Timely one 
58. Animal track 

60. Top-drawer 

61. Grand or Steve 

64. Songwriter Gus 

65. Like Clint’s Harry 

66. Poet Khayyam 

68. Prevaricate 

69. Actor Carmichael 

70. Role for Silvers 

71. “_Girl” 

72. Quin 

73. AMA mems. 

74. Corrida shouts 

75. AL player 

76. Piths 

77. Like Telly 

78. The Kingston_ 

79. Bowl shout 

80. Chips in a chip 

83. Spring bloom 

84. Kind of acid 
87. NT prophet 
91. Author C.P. 

93. In a while 

94. Comic Idle 

95. Iterate 

96. Alencon’s 
department 

97. Actor Calhoun 

98. Cher film 


99. Check 
100. Require 

DOWN 

1. Splash softly 

2. Bible land 

3. Villa d’_ 

4. Everyman 

5. Relish 

6. Portal 

7. Bat wood 

8. Argentine city 

9. Famed violin 

10. “_Goriot” 

11. Mr. Hurok 

12. Pasture parent 

13. Berry 

14. "_Rhythm” 

15. Angler’s aid 

16. English dukedom 

23. Neonate 

24. Auxerre’s 
department 

26. Gob 

30. Politician Jake 

31. “Fort_” 

32. Carla’s ex, on 
“Cheers” 

33. Unruffled 

34. Olive genus 


35. Winter wear 

36. Mauna_ 

37. Indolence 

38. He preceded 
James Polk 

39. Author Turgenev 

40. Painter Cassatt 

42. Psalm 

43. City map 

46. River to the Rhine 

47. Like shad: var. 

48. Kind of hound 
50. Whistle-blowing 

time 

52. Boom or spit 

54. Hit solidly 

55. Sergeant and 
Susannah 

56. Undeceived by 

57. Shoo! 

58. Moving aid 

59. TV’s Jack 
62. Beauvais’s 

department 


63. Clears 

65. Anet 

66. Louisville’s river 

67. Peel’s isle 

70. Crow 

71. Tornado 

72. 36th President 

75. Journey 

76. Half a dance 

77. Hill or Goodman 

78. Follow 

79. Boca_ 

80. Slightly open 

81. Words for Nanette 

82. Norse god 

83. Heron’s kin 

84. Kwa language 

85. Anent 

86. Dunce-hat shape 

88. Haw’s mate 

89. Cenozoic, e.g. 

90. Rocks 
92. Join 



Note to Solvers: This Crossword does not have hints such as 4i 2 wds.” and “A yph . ” 



DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 


January 8-15 


O’stad: “Botica Trupiaal N.V.”; S.N.: San N. N.V. 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 


HOSPITAL 


Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel .587-4300 

EMERGENCY 


Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 

Telephone 100 


TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

Al Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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The Ribs Factory 


Pow't leave the island 
without trying 
the best native &PQ! 
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Finance 


Finance Briefs: 

US oil spill commission calls for new safety agency 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - The presidential commission probing 
the Gulf of Mexico oil spill called for the creation of an inde¬ 
pendent safety agency to ensure that the Deepwater Horizon 
disaster is never repeated. "Congress and the Department of the 
Interior should create an independent agency within the Depart¬ 
ment of the Interior with enforcement authority to oversee all 
aspects of offshore drilling safety," the panel's final report said. 


China forex reserves hit record, lending above target 

BEIJING, China (AFP) - China said its foreign exchange re¬ 
serves hit a record high at the end of 2010, which is likely to 
fuel calls for a stronger yuan when President Hu Jintao visits 
Washington next week.The increase in the forex holdings, al¬ 
ready the world's largest, highlighted imbalances in global trade 
and the challenge Beijing faces in stemming a flood of liquidity 
into the country. 


Spain will meet deficit target, return to growth: PM 

MADRID, Spain (AFP) - Spain will "without a doubt" meet 
its deficit target for this year and it will post annual growth of 
2.0-2.5 percent between 2011 and 2015, Prime Minister Jose 
Luis Rodriguez Zapatero said. ”We will without a doubt meet 
our commitment of reaching a deficit of 6.0 percent in 2011," 
he told business leaders, adding Spain would "comfortably" 
meet its target of a public deficit of 9.3 percent for 2010. 


Renault executive, China 


PARIS, France (AFP) - 
A Renault executive suspected 
of spying on the French car- 
maker firmly denied he had 
leaked secrets, as China an¬ 
grily dismissed claims that it 
was involved in the scandal. 

"Renault is making very se¬ 
rious accusations against me 
which I totally refute. The facts 
were outlined to me and I re¬ 
fute them as well," Michel 
Balthazard told reporters. 

He made the denial after he 
was summoned to a meeting 
with Renault bosses along with 
two other senior managers sus¬ 
pected of industrial espionage, 
reportedly involving the com¬ 
pany's electric car programme. 

"Today, I consider myself 
the victim of an affair that is 
beyond me," said Balthazard, 
promising to cooperate with 
any investigation and insisting 
that during his 30 years in the 
company he had always been 
loyal. 

Renault last week sus¬ 
pended the three executives 



Michel Balthazard, one of 
the three top managers of 
French car maker Renault 
suspected of industrial es¬ 
pionage ... 


over suspicions they had 
leaked strategic information. 
Reports said the secrets con¬ 
cerned details of the electric 
cars on which Renault has 
staked its future. 

Le Figaro newspaper re¬ 
ported that a Chinese firm had 
paid undisclosed sums into 
Swiss and Liechtenstein bank 
accounts opened by two Re- 


Portuguese central bank split 
over bailout 


LISBON, Portugal (AFP) - A 
split at the Portuguese central 
bank over whether Portugal 
needs a bailout has erupted 
publicly, but the finance min¬ 
ister insisted that the country 
was doing everything to avert 
a rescue. 

Portugal, widely seen at 
risk of being the next eurozone 
country to need rescuing after 
Greece and Ireland, intends to 
make a critical issue of debt 
but the rates it has to pay have 
risen sharply. 

Carlos Costa, the governor 
of the Bank of Portugal, re¬ 
jected suggestions that the 
country would require finan¬ 
cial aid. "I have said it and I 
will say it again: the Por¬ 
tuguese are solving their prob¬ 
lems and have the ability to 
solve their problems them¬ 
selves," he told reporters. 

But shortly afterwards, an 
administrator at the Bank, 
economist Teodora Cardoso, 
took a different line, saying 
that a bailout by the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund or the 
European Stabilisation Fund 
was "probable". She said: "I 
would prefer if this was not 
necessary ... but considering 
the situation of the markets, we 


will probably need aid." 

"If the president wants to 
approach other heads of states 
or European entities to explain 
that the situation is unjust for 
Portugal, that we are up 
against speculative pressure 
which does not correspond to 
the country's economic situa¬ 
tion, he will have my support," 
Socialist candidate Manuel 
Alegre said. 

Silva, who is favourite to 
win the election, refused to 
comment on the prospects of a 
bailout when questioned on 
Portuguese television. 

The auction of debt this 
week marks Portugal's first 
foray into the bond markets 
this year, with the expected 
sale of 750 million to 1.25 bil¬ 
lion euros' ($967 million-1.6 
billion) worth of long-term 
debt. 

The rate or yield on bench¬ 
mark 10-year bonds closed at 
7.016 percent after record 
highs of 7.193 percent on 
week-end , amid comment 
from analysts that the Euro¬ 
pean Central Bank had entered 
the market. 

"Such has been the degree 
of market selling pressure that 
the ECB has been prompted 


deny espionage charge 


nault executives implicated in 
the inquiry. 

But Chinese officials an¬ 
grily rejected such claims. 

"As for this so-called story 
that China is involved, we be¬ 
lieve this is totally groundless, 
irresponsible and unaccept¬ 
able," foreign ministry 
spokesman Hong Lei told re¬ 
porters. 

The reports of a Chinese 
bid to obtain Renault's secrets 
follow a long history of similar 
allegations widely attributed to 
Beijing's goal of closing the 
technology gap with the West. 

China's bid to become a 
high-tech powerhouse that in¬ 
novates, rather than just the 
world's workshop, has seen it 
accused of stealing everything 
from train designs to fighter jet 
systems to auto components. 

French government 

spokesman Francois Baroin 
has insisted Paris is not point¬ 
ing the finger at any country in 
the affair. "It is a process of in¬ 
quiry," Baroin told Europe 1 


radio. "Renault, like others, is 
the victim of an economic in¬ 
telligence war." 

Officials have said French 
intelligence services are moni¬ 
toring the case and Renault 
says it plans to press charges. 

The firm says it did not lose 
any major trade secrets in the 
affair and has not commented 
on allegations about China. 

The trio summoned by Re¬ 
nault bosses included Matthieu 
Tenenbaum, the joint head of 
Renault's electric vehicles pro¬ 
gramme, whose lawyer spoke 
out in his defence last week. 

Le Figaro, which did not 
identify its sources, reported 
that private investigators hired 
by Renault uncovered a Swiss 
bank account containing 
500,000 euros ($646,000) and 
another in Liechtenstein with 
130,000 euros. 

In what appeared to be a bid 
to hide the payments, the cash 
was moved via a series of in¬ 
termediary transfers via 
Shanghai and Malta. 


back into action and was seen 
buying (debt issued by) Portu¬ 
gal and inquiring on (debt is¬ 
sued by) Greece and Ireland 
yesterday. This helped to stop 
the rot but is only a stop gap," 
ING bank analyst Padhraic 
Garvey said. 

The rates which Portugal 
has pay investors to raise fresh 
funds has been rising sharply, 
making it even more difficult 
for Lisbon to restore public fi¬ 
nances to health. In the case of 
Greece, rates above 7.0 percent 
began to become prohibitive 
and were an extra factor mak¬ 
ing the country the first euro¬ 
zone member to be rescued by 
the EU and International Mon¬ 
etary Fund. 

The government here is 
raising taxes and cutting wages 
in an effort to convince in¬ 
vestors it can narrow its budget 
gap from an estimated 7.3 per¬ 
cent of gross domestic product 
in 2010 to 4.6 percent this year, 
still above the EU limit of 3.0 
percent. 

An EU diplomat told AFP 
that several European coun¬ 
tries were piling pressure on 
Portugal to seek a bailout, 
amid concern that the euro¬ 
zone debt crisis might spread 
to Spain, a far larger economy. 

The European Commission, 
France and Germany denied 
that Lisbon was being strong- 
armed into calling for a finan¬ 
cial rescue. 

European officials issued 
denials of pending aid late last 
year before Ireland ultimately 
succumbed to pressure to ac¬ 
cept a 67-billion-euro bailout 
from the European Union and 
IMF, and the situation was 
similarly confused before 
Greece asked for help in May. 
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EGG DISHES 
*2 eggs sunny side up 

with ham & cheese 

*Scrambled 

with ham, cheese, onions, 
green pepper, tomato, mushroom 

*Plain omelettes 

with ham, cheese, onion, green pepper, 
tomato, mushroom 

All egg dishes are served with a choice of: 

white or whole wheat baguette or sliced 
toasted bread. 

*PASTECHI HORNA 
*CREPES 
*SWEET CREPES 
*BAGEL with cream cheese, 
smoked salmon, boiled egg 


LOCAL BREAKFAST 
*Pan grandi ( di rama ) 
or baguette 

*KERRIE-KERRIE (FISH ) 
*CONCH 
*FISH EGG 
*SHRIMPS 
*FISH FILLET 
*FISH CAKE 
*CHICKEN SOUP 

*FRUIT SALAD 
& YOGHURT 

*HOT BEVERAGES 
*COLD BEVERAGES 


Back to nature 



Besides our beautiful white 
beaches and waving palm 
trees, Aruba also offers a bit 
of the island’s heritage. In the 
center of the island a herd of 
some 100 donkeys is await¬ 
ing your visit. 

In earlier days, the donkey 
was a much used pack-ani¬ 
mal. Both freight and human 
cargo were taken to their des¬ 
tinations by these noble ani¬ 
mals. Nowadays, the donkey 
has been made obsolete by 
motorized traffic, also on 
Aruba. 

After its working exis¬ 
tence, the donkey has carved 
out its niche on the island. 
That went fine, until donkeys 
and cars were regularly in¬ 
volved in traffic accidents 
and a solution had to be 


found. A large group of vol¬ 
unteers took care of the don¬ 
keys and brought them 
together on a fenced piece of 
nature. There, they are taken 
care of, fed and given all nec¬ 
essary medical care. 

They have become a real 
tourist attraction. 

The doors of the shelter 
are open daily for visitors 
who can come in free of 
charge on weekdays from 9 
am to 4 pm and in weekends 
from 10 am to 3 pm. One can 
have a drink on the cozy ter¬ 
race, there is a small shop 
with donkey-related presents 
and if you are interested, 
there is always someone 
present who can answer all 
your questions with enthu¬ 
siasm. 



RESTAURANT & PUB 
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A new winner in Aruba Bank’s 
“Good4TheFuture” campaign 


Inspiring youngsters to save for their future 


ORANJESTAD - Recently, Aruba Bank 
handed over to Zahaira Romules the Blackberry 
she won with the savings campaign initiated by 
Aruba Bank titled “Good4TheFuture.” The fi¬ 
nancial institution sponsored a 4-month com¬ 
munity project called “Good4TheNeighbor- 
hood” prompting middle school children to de¬ 
vise and implement projects to improve their 
neighborhoods. “Good4theFuture” program 
was part of the initiative. 

The two programs were conducted simulta¬ 
neously from August 16 to Dec 2010, 
“Good4TheFuture” aimed to motivate young¬ 
sters to start saving at an early age, either for 
their study, a car, a trip abroad, or whatever they 
desire in the future. 

Every third grade student from secondary 
school who opened a saving account at Aruba 
Bank received an additional 25 Aruban florins 
on his account, courtesy of the bank. The open¬ 
ing of an account also made them eligible to 
win a Blackberry mobile device. 

Aruba Bank would like to thank all students 
and their parents for the participation and sup¬ 
port in the program and express their satisfac¬ 
tion that important lessons for insuring their 
future were learned and appreciated. 
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The Queen’s offers 
an authentic taste 
of Aruba! 



Varella, Luisa and the next generation of chef 



^ I 

Grandma’s stoba with classic rice and beans and homemade 
potato beet salad 


One of the distinctions of 
Aruban cuisine is incorpora¬ 
ting unique indigenous ingre¬ 
dients such as in Wild Cucum¬ 
ber Stew and a particular light 
fish chowder accompanied by 
the local specialties pan bati 
(corn meal pancake) and fun- 
chi (the local version of po¬ 
lenta.) Thus, eating out at the 
authentically Aruban res- tau- 
rant, The Queen’s, is very af¬ 
fordable, with a true taste of 
regional cuisine. 

Owner Varella Innocencia 
confesses she opened her 
restaurant in Oranjestad be¬ 
cause “I grew up with this, and 
loved serving people our island 
food. My father and mother op¬ 
erated the little restaurant 
across from the Americana, 
which some may remember, the 
original Arawak. I remember 
how much our customers loved 
trying the local food, and they 
especially loved the prices!” 

Varella’s mom, Luisa, is 
still in the kitchen, conjuring 
up the delicious dishes that 
have been in her family for 
generations, which is acknow¬ 
ledged on the menu with 
“Carni Stoba di Mamachi”- 
“Grandma’s Beef Stew,” and 
their Arawak Steak. 

We also bumped into island 
visitors Jim and Callie from 
Michigan, who were eager to 
try island food, and were more 
than pleased with their venture 


into local cuisine. “We will 
definitely return to The 
Queen’s,” they affirmed, “the 
food was delicious and the 
prices are more than right.” 

The menu sports a variety 
of steaks and tenderloin, fresh 
caught seafood, Caribbean lob¬ 
ster, and of course, one of our 
favorites, and what we con¬ 
sider a true test of local cui¬ 
sine, “Keshi Yena”- “Filled 
Cheese.” This is a tasty, filling 
stew of chicken, with other in¬ 
gredients that are handy that 
day, all incased in a thick skin 
of melted Gouda. It was very 
satisfying and particularly 
memorable paired with The 
Queen’s garlic bread and very 
special Pica, a mix of chopped 
onions and the famous local 
hot pepper, Madame Janette. 
Not overly spicy, it lent that 
perfect bit of tang to this deli¬ 
ciously picturesque meal. 

Located next to the Harbor 
at the end of the Weststraat, The 
Queen’s is open from 11:00 
a.m. to 11:00 p.m., daily, offer¬ 
ing indoor and outdoor dining. 
They also have daily specials, 
aside from an extensive menu; 
made from whatever is in sea¬ 
son. 

We noticed a steady stream 
of islanders coming for lunch 
in the pleasant surroundings or 
picking up take-out containers; 
always a sure sign of a winner 
is where the locals like to eat! 


I've got cancer beat,' says Michael Douglas 


LOS ANGELES, California 
(AFP) - Veteran Hollywood 
star Michael Douglas says he 
has beaten his cancer tumor, 
and is eating "like a pig" to put 
back on weight he lost during 
a grueling battle with the dis¬ 
ease. 

In his first TV interview 
since he was diagnosed last 
August, the 66-year-old said 
he hopes to live many more 
years, citing his elderly parents 
including father Kirk Douglas 
as giving him favorable genes. 

"The odds are, with the 
tumor gone and what I know 
about this particular type of 
cancer, that Fve got it beat," he 
told NBC’s Today Show in an 
interview to be broadcast. 

The two-time Oscar winner 
will still have to undergo 
monthly checkups, but said his 
life is returning to normal. 

"I'm eating like a pig... I lost 
about 32 pounds. And I've put 
about 12 back," he said, adding 



that he was working out in a 
gym, although "they want to 
keep the cardio down because 
they want me to put some 
more weight on." 

Douglas revealed his diag¬ 
nosis when he returned to the 
United States from a summer 
holiday. In September he said 
he was in stage-four cancer but 
with an 80-percent chance of 
beating it. 

But by December he was 
well enough to resume work, 
although he said he was due to 


have a Positron Emission To¬ 
mography (PET) scan this 
month to see whether the wal¬ 
nut-sized tumor had been suc¬ 
cessfully eradicated. 

Douglas is already prepar¬ 
ing for his next movie, the title 
role of a biopic of flamboyant 
entertainer Liberace, and hopes 
to promote his latest films 
"Wall Street: Money Never 
Sleeps" and "Solitary Man" for 
the Oscars next month. 

Speaking to the Today 
Show, he said his family genes 
gave him a good chance for 
longevity, while admitting: 
"It's put a timeline on my life. 

"I'm 66 now. You know, I'm 
fortunate I've got a mother 
who's 88 — she'll kill me, she 
may be 87," he quipped. 

"My father's 94. So, you 
know, I feel good about those 
genes. But it's definitely a third 
act. And so you're a little more 
conscious of your time in how 
you choose to spend it." 


Iran bans 'Alchemist' author 



Brazilian writer Paulo Coelho, shown here holding his 
novel "The Experimental Witch" in 2009, 


BRASILIA, Brazil(AFP) - 
Brazilian author Paulo Coelho, 
who wrote the worldwide best¬ 
seller "The Alchemist," ac¬ 
cused Iran of banning his 
books. 

"My books have been pub¬ 
lished in Iran since 1998, in 
different publishing houses," 
Coelho wrote on his website 
http://paulocoelhoblog.com, 


noting estimates that over six 
million copies of his books 
have sold in the country. 

Calling it an "an arbitrary 
decision," Coelho said the 
move could "only be a misun¬ 
derstanding." 

He wrote of the apparent 
censorship after his Iranian 
publisher Arash Hejazi — ac¬ 
tive in the Iranian opposition - 


- told him the books were 
banned by order of the Min¬ 
istry of Culture, without pro¬ 
viding an explanation. 

The author, whose best- 
known work "The Alchemist" 
has sold some 65 million 
copies worldwide, ended his 
blog post by publishing He¬ 
jazi's letter informing him of 
the ban, and writing in block 
capitals: "WE WILL HAVE 
THE BOOKS FOR FREE 
DOWNLOAD IN INTER¬ 
NET." 

Brazilian Minister of Cul¬ 
ture Ana de Hollanda said 
meanwhile that censorship is 
"always deplorable," in a state¬ 
ment published by the official 
outlet Brazil Agency. She also 
said she would discuss the 
matter with Foreign Minister 
Antonio Patriota. 


Cross-eyed German opossum becomes 
Internet hit 


BERLIN, Germany (AFP) - A 
cross-eyed opossum in Ger¬ 
many called Heidi who is not 
yet even on public display has 
become an Internet hit, win¬ 
ning more than 65,000 admir¬ 
ers on social networking 
website Facebook. 

Heidi is thought to be two 
and a half years old, and was 
abandoned outside an animal 
shelter in North Carolina in the 
United States, together with 
her sister Naira, and has been 
in Leipzig zoo in eastern Ger¬ 
many since May. 

The sisters, plus a third 
male opossum called Teddy, 
arrived via a zoo in Denmark, 
and will make their public 
debut on July 1, the German 
zoo says .The zoo believes the 
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Cross-eyed opossum Heidi 
sits in her enclosure at 


Leipzig zoo in eastern Ger¬ 
many. 

marsupial's eye problem may 
be to do with her diet before 
she was abandoned, or because 
she is overweight, leading to 
fat deposits behind her eyes. 
Otherwise she is completely 
normal and not in pain. 

"Apart from aesthetically, 


this situation is not a problem," 
the zoo says. "As animals that 
are active at night, opossums 
find their way around using 
their noses." 

Leipzig zoo said that it is 
not planning any "active mar¬ 
keting" of Heidi, and says it 
would devote any income from 
third parties that it might earn 
to a project supporting rhinos 
in Borneo. 

This could include proceeds 
from a catchy song about 
Heidi sung by three girls, it 
said. A German firm has re¬ 
portedly already begun making 
stuffed toys of Heidi. 

"You can all visit me from 
July 1 ... but not all 65,000 at 
once," reads a "message" from 
Heidi on her Facebook page. 
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Ronaldinho signs for Flamengo 



In this image released by Fla Imagem, former Italy's AC 
Milan's soccer player Ronaldinho, from Brazil, center, 
checks his contract as new Brazil's Flamengo's soccer 
player during a meeting in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) - 
AC Milan's out of favour 
Brazilian star Ronaldinho is 
to sign for Rio giants Fla¬ 
mengo, after days of negotia¬ 


tions in his native Brazil, the 
football icon confirmed on 
his website Monday. 

The 30-year-old Ronald¬ 
inho — part of the Brazil side 


that won the 2002 World Cup 
— said he would sign a three- 
and-a-half year contract with 
a monthly salary of nearly 
900,000 dollars. 

The player, full name 
Ronaldo de Assis Moreira, 
started professionally with 
Gremio aged 18 before mov¬ 
ing to Paris Saint-Germain, 
FC Barcelona — with whom 
he won the 2006 Champions 
League — and then AC Milan. 

Twice named world player 
of the year, Ronaldinho made 
it known that he wanted to re¬ 
turn to his homeland with 
hopes of playing for a local 
side and regaining his place 
in the national squad for the 
2014 World Cup which 
Brazil are hosting. 

Flamengo was able to sign 
Ronaldinho after Brazilian 
clubs Gremio and Palmeiras 
dropped out of the race to ac¬ 
quire him over the weekend. 


Europe's clubs rack up record losses: UEFA 


NYON (AFP) - More than 
half of Europe's top football 
clubs are still in the red, with 
a record 1.2 billion euro 
losses about a year before 
UEFA's new financial rules 
kick in, officials said Tues¬ 
day. 

"Two years ago almost 70 
percent of clubs were in the 
red," said Gianni Infantino, 
secretary general of Euro¬ 
pean football's governing 
body. 

"At present there are still 
56 percent - that means more 
than half of all professional 
football clubs are in the red," 
he told journalists as UEFA 
unveiled its club licensing re¬ 
port for 2009. 

The 655 top division clubs 
scrutinised by footballing of¬ 
ficials reaped 11.7 billion 
euros in revenue in 2009, an 
increase of 4.8 percent. 

"However, the figures 
demonstrate that we were 
right to ask for more financial 
discipline because the re¬ 
ported costs were 12.9 billion 
euros, an increase of 9.3 per¬ 
cent," said Infantino. 

That brought their collec¬ 
tive losses up to nearly 1.18 
billion euros, an 85 percent 
increase or "almost double 
the previous record", UEFA 
said in its report. 

UEFA's complex new fi¬ 
nancial fair play rules, 
broadly demanding that clubs 
break even, are due to apply 
from the 2012 financial year, 
with sanctions likely to be en¬ 
forced two to three years 
later. 

If they were applied now, 
11 clubs would "potentially" 
have been excluded from this 
season's European League 
and Champions League, ac¬ 
cording to Infantino. 


UEFA President Michel 
Platini said there would be no 
"finger pointing" or blacklist¬ 
ing of clubs for now. 

But he underlined that the 
forthcoming rules, which al¬ 
ready appear to be reining in 
transfer by some debt-laden 
big clubs, would be crucial 


ABU DHABI (AFP) - Foot¬ 
baller Lionel Messi and ten¬ 
nis aces Rafael Nadal and 
Serena Williams will lead the 
nominees for the Laureus 
World Sports Awards to be 
held next month in Abu 
Dhabi, it was announced 
Tuesday. 

The Argentine who was 
named on Monday the World 
player of the year is nomi¬ 
nated along with his 
Barcelona team-mate Andres 
Iniesta for the awards which 
are considered the sport ver¬ 
sion of The Oscars, organis¬ 
ers revealed in a press 
conference. 

The event is being organ¬ 
ised in Abu Dhabi for the sec¬ 
ond year in a row. 

"We are pleased to host 
this event for the second year 
consecutively," said Moham¬ 
mad al-Mahmood, secretary 
general of Abu Dhabi Sports 
Council. 

Dozens of sports and Hol¬ 
lywood celebrities will travel 
to the capital of the United 
Arab Emirates on February 5 
to 7 to attend the event held 
at the Emirates Palace Hotel. 

Other nominees include 
Germany’s Sebastian Vettel, 
the youngest winner of the 
Formula One World Champi- 


for football's future. 

"It's a complicated prob¬ 
lem, that we consider vital for 
the future of football," he ex¬ 
plained. 

"There won't be any 
witchhunts today but on the 
other hand we won't hesi¬ 
tate to clamp down,"said 
Platini. 


onship, Winter Paralympic 
stars Verena Bentele, Jakub 
Krako and Lauren Woolsten- 
croft for Laureus Disability 
Award. 

Ten-time world champion 
surfer Kelly Slater is nomi¬ 
nated for Laureus Action 
Sports Award. 

"Every year in which there 
is an Olympic Games or 
World Cup, we have some of 
the strongest fields of candi¬ 
dates," Edwin Moses, the 
chairman of the Laureus 
World Sports Academy, told 
AFP. 

The Spain team which 
won the football world cup in 
South Africa will compete for 
the Laureus World Team of 
the Year category, along with 
the European Ryder Cup 
Team, Champions League 
winners Inter Milan, NBA 
winners Los Angeles Lakers, 
the Red Bull Formula One 
Team and the New Zealand 
All Blacks rugby team. 

Last year’s winners of the 
2010 Laureus Sportsman and 
Sportswomen of the Year 
awards included Jamaican 
sprinter Usain Bolt for the 
second time, US tennis cham¬ 
pion Serena Williams, and 
British Formula One driver 
Jenson Button. 


Messi, Nadal nominated for 
Laureus awards 



Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #1 43, Noord, Aruba 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.oom 


No decision in Pakistan 
anti-corruption hearing 


DOHA (AFP) - An anti-cor¬ 
ruption tribunal against Pak¬ 
istan cricketers Salman Butt, 
Mohammad Asif and Mo¬ 
hammad Aamer that ended 
Tuesday reached no decision 
with a further hearing sched¬ 
uled for February 5. 

"The tribunal have 
throughout been very con¬ 
scious of the importance of 
these proceedings to the three 
players and the wider world 
of cricket," said Michael 
Beloff, commissioner of the 
three-man independent hear¬ 
ing. 

"Representations have 
been made to it to reserve any 
decision on the charges still 
before it until it has had suf¬ 
ficient time to give the issues 
careful consideration and 
until it is able, at the same 
time as handing down its de¬ 
cision, to provide written rea¬ 


sons. 

"This would not be feasi¬ 
ble in the timeframe agreed 
for this hearing in Doha. 

"The tribunal has therefore 
determined to continue its de¬ 
liberations and hold a further 
hearing in Doha on the fifth 
of February of this year, at 
which its decisions will be 
handed down to the parties 
and any consequential mat¬ 
ters will be dealt with. 

"Until that date, all three 
players will remain sus¬ 
pended from all cricketing 
activities." 

The trio face charges of 
spot-fixing during Pakistan's 
tour of England last year in a 
scandal that rocked the sport. 
It is alleged that they con¬ 
spired in the bowling of de¬ 
liberate no-balls - claims they 
all deny. 


Vitali Klitschko sets Solis date 



heavyweight champion Vitali 
Klitschko confirmed Tuesday 
he will defend his title against 
Cuban Odlanier Solis in 
Cologne, Germany on March 
19. 


"Solis is a very experi¬ 
enced boxer, quick and un¬ 
pleasant who I shouldn't 
underestimate," said 

Ukraine's Klitschko. 

"He's been saying for 
months that he wants to take 
my title but I'll show him in 
the ring that I'm the real 
champion. The belt will stay 
in the Klitschko family," he 
added. 

Solis, 30, won the right to 
take on Klitschko after his 
victory over American Ray 
Austin last month. 

The Cuban is unbeaten in 
17 bouts - including 13 inside 
the distance - and was 
Olympic heavyweight cham¬ 
pion in 2004. 

Klitschko, 39, has 41 
wins to his name including 
two by knock-out and two 
defeats. 



For all your Car Wash needs Pjckup service avajlable 
Specialized in Interior Deep Cleaning on request 


Palm Beach Plaza (Parking lot) - From: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Call today: 561-0389 
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NFL tail-gate WQ every Sunday Starting © 1 0:50 atm. 


24 HP Plasma TV's 


HOMfcrf^ewlY^P 0 ^ 

tables of 


All NFt £ College 
Football gawes shown 


Open Monday ■ Friday 3:00 p.w./$aturday@ 1 2 - Sunday 10:30 a.*. 


Beckham trains at Spurs as loan 
talks continue 


Bolt to run Diamond 
League 200m in Oslo 



OSLO (AFP) - Jamaican 
Olympic sprint king Usain 
Bolt will race the 200 metres 
at the Diamond League meet¬ 
ing on June 9 in Oslo, organ¬ 
isers said on Tuesday. 

Last year, triple world 
record holder Bolt brought a 
premature curtain down on 
his season following a defeat 
in the 100m to US rival 
Tyson Gay in Stockholm. 

He took three weeks out 
suffering from an Achilles in¬ 
jury adding to a back prob¬ 
lem. 

Oslo is the first event to 
see his presence confirmed 
since last summer. 

"My preparations have 
gone really well, the injury 
problem I had during the 
summer is fully healed and 
my training has gone accord¬ 
ing to plan," Bolt said in a 
statement. 

"I am looking forward to 
compete for the first time in 
front of the famous Bislett 
stadium crowd in Oslo. 

"I hold three world records 
but I hear this track has an in¬ 
credible 69 World records on 
it so it will be nice to run in 
such a famous stadium," 
added the star, who holds 


record times in the 100m, 
200m and 4x100m. 

The 24-year-old Olympic 
champion is also set to de¬ 
fend his 100m and 200m ti¬ 
tles at the world 
championships in Daegu, 
South Korea. 


PHOENIX, Arizona (AFP) - 
Wes Byrum booted a 19-yard 
field goal on the last play of the 
game to lift Auburn to a 22-19 
victory over Oregon in the US 
collegiate national champi¬ 
onship game on Monday. 

Freshman running back 
Michael Dyer gained 143 
yards on 22 carries and Heis- 
man Trophy winner Cam 
Newton was 20-of-34 passes 
for 265 yards with two touch¬ 
downs for Auburn, which 
captured its first national title 
since 1957. Oregon had tied 
it 19-19 with two and a half 
minutes remaining when 
Darron Thomas passed to Jeff 
Maehl on a two-point conver¬ 
sion after LaMichael James 
scored the touchdown from 
in close. 

"Our defence played out¬ 
standing. We worked our rear 


LONDON (AFP) - David 
Beckham trained with Totten¬ 
ham for the first time on 
Tuesday as Spurs boss Harry 
Redknapp expressed his 
hopes that a loan deal for the 
midfielder could yet be 
agreed. 

The former England cap¬ 
tain smiled and joked with 
Spurs players as he took part 
in a light session at the club's 
training ground in Essex. 

Redknapp said Spurs were 
still hopeful that the Los An¬ 
geles Galaxy midfielder 
could be signed on a short¬ 
term deal before returning to 
the United States for the start 
of the Major League Soccer 
season in March. 

"There is nothing at the 
moment, but we will see what 
happens, who knows?" Red¬ 
knapp told Sky Sports News. 

"I am not dealing with that 
side, but it is good to have 
him here. 

"David is a top player and 
a fantastic boy. 


off," Auburn coach Gene 
Chizik said. 

Newton and Auburn 
stormed back with a 73-yard 
drive, with Dyer making 
game breaking plays. First he 
scampered over an Oregon 
tackier and scrambled 30 
more yards to the 23. 

Just one play later, Dyer 
went through the middle for 
16 yards to the one yard line 
setting the stage for Byrum's 
heroics. 

"We had to stay calm and 
execute our plays," Newton 
said. "Anything is possible. 
Big smile right now saying 
we did it." 

Byrum came on with two 
seconds left to kick the win¬ 
ner and give the NCAA's 
Southeastern Conference it 
fifth national championship 
in a row. 



"Everyone respects David 
and looks up to him so it was 
good to have him here today." 
Redknapp’s assistant 


coach Joe Jordan meanwhile 
told BBC Radio that the mere 
presence of Beckham in the 
Spurs dressing room would 
be a positive influence as the 
club prepared for challenges 
in the Champions League and 
Premiership. 

"David has a wealth of ex¬ 
perience and no matter how 
well you are playing, when 
you go into the second half of 
the season and you have got 
Champions League and Pre¬ 
mier League, which is a bit 
new for us in the same sea¬ 
son, I think you need that lit¬ 
tle bit of nuance," Jordan 
said. 


Byrum kicks Auburn over 
Oregon 


EWCELSfOR 

XX CASINO 

Jr A • R • U • B • A 

LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 

Black Jack, Craps, 3 Card Poker, Caribbean 
Stud Poker, Slots and daily Bingos!!! 

Only Casino in Aruba 
Where dealers stands on Soft 17 

SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 

Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 

POKER ROOM 

TOURNAMENTS 

Mondays & Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. $10 
Wednesdays & Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. $25 
Fridays at 7:00 p.m. $50 
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $150 
Sundays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $100 
(Tournaments are subject to charge as 
per Management criteria) 

Lady Luck is waiting for you 
at Excelsior Casino!! 
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Sportsman of the year 2010 

“Premio Excelencia 
den Deporte” 


This year again, all sports 
federations affiliated with the 
Aruba Sports Union (ASU) 
or with COA (Aruba 
Olympic Comission), the 
Premio Excelencia den De¬ 
porte Comission are re¬ 
minded to submit their 
information on the athletes 
being nominated for recogni¬ 
tion for the 2010 sports year. 

The forms with the infor¬ 
mation should be submitted 
at the office of the IDEFRE 
on the L.G. Smith Boulevard 
150 siutated in the Certified 
Mega Mall, by the January 14 
deadline date. 

On December 23, 2010 
the Premio Excelencia den 
Deporte Commission sent all 
relevant information to all 
federations affiliated with 
ASU or COA so they can 

Okajima signs 
with Red Sox 

BOSTON (AFP) - Japanese 
pitcher Hideki Okajima 
signed the one-year deal 
Monday to return to the 
Boston Red Sox, the Major 
League Baseball club an¬ 
nounced. 

The 3 5-year-old all-star 
reliever just finished his 
fourth year with the Red Sox 
before becoming a free agent. 
The new deal is worth 1.75 
million dollars. 

He has appeared in at least 
50 games in each season with 
Boston and was picked for 


began preparing the neces¬ 
sary information on the ath¬ 
letes whom they selected as 
being outstanding athletes of 
the year to compete for the 
prize and for the maximum 
category competition. 

The Comission requests 
any federation who, for what¬ 
ever reason, did not receive 
the information circulated, to 
call Mrs. Jos Maduro at IDE¬ 
FRE at telephone 582-4987 
or send an email to 
josephine.maduro@aruba.go 
v.aw. 

The ceremony of recogni¬ 
tion for the best athlete of 
2010 is scheduled to take 
place on February 11. In the 
ensuing weeks more informa¬ 
tion on this event will be an¬ 
nounced. 

one-year deal 


the American League all-star 
team three years ago. Boston 
also won the World Series 
that season. 

Okajima is 16-8 lifetime 
with six saves and a 3.06 
ERA in 254 relief appear¬ 
ances with the Red Sox. 

Okajima rejoins closer 
Jonathan Papelbon, setup 
man Daniel Bard and Scott 
Atchison, all right-handers, in 
a bullpen that has undergone 
many changes since it fin¬ 
ished last season with the 
third-worst ERA in the AL. 



SCHEDULE 


Main Events 2011 


Fri, Jan 14 

Camaval Happy Hour 

Place: pending 

Sat, Jan. 15 

Youth Salsa Dance Contest 

Place: pending 

Sun, Jan. 16, 2011 Aruba’s Children -, Youth and 

6:30 p.m. 

Adult Prince and Pancho Election 
Place: Aruba Entertainment Center 

Wed, Jan 9 

Sign-up happening Tumba Festival 41 

6-9 p.m 

Place: Balashi Garden 

Fri, Jan. 21 

Camaval Happy Hour 

Place: pending 

Sat, Jan. 22 

Aruba’s Children and Youth Calypso 

6.30 p.m. 

& Roadmarch Contest 2011 

Place : Joe Laveist Sportpark 

Sun, Jan. 23 

Sign-up happening Calypso & 

6-10 p.m 

Roadmarch Contest 2011 

Place : Joe Laveist Sportpark 



Palm Beach Casino 


TheWestin 

RESOST & tA'SlHO 
AftUGA 


300 SLOTS M3 TABLE GAMES 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
PALM BEACH LOUNGE ■ SPORTS BOOK 
BEACH CLUB PLAYERS CLUB 


www.PalmBeachCasinoAruba.corri 


JOIN THE 

BEACH CLUB 


Join the Beach Club today 

to receive your FREE tote. 

PLUS your FREE card earns you FREE 
Casino Play - Hotel Stays - Spa Treatments 
Meals - VIP Events - And so muelh morel 


See Beach Club for all the d 


INTRODUCING THE NEW 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT SIX NIGHTS A WEEK SPORTS BOOK BETTING 


DRINK SPECIALS 10 FLAT SCREENS TO WATCH ALL YOUR FAVORITE TEAMS 



















